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5. On the Mammals of Asia Minor.—Part I1. By Crarvces G.
Danrorp, F.Z.S., and Epwaro R. Asron, F.L.S., F.Z.S.

[Received February 2, 1880.]
(Plate V.)

Three years ago we gave an account of the species of Mammals
observed and collected by Danford during a visit to Asia Minor in
the winter and spring of 1875-76, incorporating ‘the statements of
the few previous writers on the fauna of that country'. The fol-
lowing pages contain the additional information which he obtained
during another visit in the winter of 1878-79. : '

On this second expedition Danford spent most of his time in the
extreme South-eastérn provinces of Asia Minor. . The principal
stations where he collected were ;—the island of Rhodes ; the eastern
Taurus Mountains near Marash ; the valley of the river Pyramus
or Jihan, in the provinces of Marash and Adana; the Giaour-
Dagh, a. northern continuation of the Lebanon range ; and the
valley of the river Euphrates, at Biledjik. Thence his route took
him through part of the Palanga Plain near Albistan, and the Anti.
Taurus Mountains, over the central tableland of Asia Minor by

isariyeh, Angora, Sivre-Hissar and Eski-Shehir, to Broussa, near
the Sea of Marmora?,

Although, as on his former trip, the time spent by Danford in
the country was limited to the coldzr months, still we are able to add
eleven species to our previous list, of which one appears to be new to
science. We believe, on the other hand, that ¢Aree species of our
first catalogue were wrongly identified ; and we now recognize forty-
six species as heing certainly represented in the fauna of Asia Minor,
besides nine or ten others of which the occurrence, though recorded,
is not fully authenticated. "Much still remains to be done by future
explorers, especially among the Bats, Insectivores, and Rodents,

As in our previous communication, the species of which specimens
were brought home by Danford are marked with an asterisk; while

those of which the evidence of occurrence seems doubtful are not
numbered and are enclosed in brackets. References are given to
our former paper, and the species which were not included in it are
indicated by a dagger mark. The same authorities have been
consulted as to distribution of the species in the adjoining countries.

We must express our thanks to our friends' Dr, Giinther and
Mr, Thomas of the British Museum, where most of the specimens
described have been deposited, and to Professor Alphonse Milge-
Edwards of Paris for assistance ; also to Dr. Strauch of St. Peters-
burgh, who has kindly given us much information as to the Wild
Sheep of South-western Asia.

1. *VESPERUGO SEROTINUS (Schreb.). Danf, & Alst., no. 1.

L P. 2.8, 1877, pp. 270-281, pl. xxxi,
? A map, showing Danford’s routes in his two expeditions, is given in his
“ Further Contribution to the Ornithology of Asia Minor,” Ibis, 1880, p- 81, pl.ii.
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2. *+Vesperuco kvHLI (Natt.). :
he wood-

i of Kuhl’s Bat were taken at Marash fram ¢
woflgé(:f?l :.niwuse, and others were shot at Roo'm Ka.lelh o;}t_thg
Euphrates. The species appeared to be common in both localities.

3. *CROCIDURA LEUCODON (Herm.). D. & A., no. 2.

4, ERiNACEUS EUROPZEUS, Linn,- 'D. & 1:., no. 3. ot the
his former visit, Danford failed to obtain specimens
Asﬁfl\.;l?nol:]ledgehog in a fit state for preservation ; b_utfhe ‘t;(l)untg
one or two decomposing carcasses which were endgntly referable
this species. :

EL1S UNCIA, Schreb. D. & A., no. 4. )

E?I;e introduced the Ounce into our first list on the authority og
our friend Mr. D. G. Elliot, who informed us that the type o‘
Valenciennes's Felis tulliandg, now in tbe' Paris Museum], wss? :2-
separable from F. uncia, an ogml(m whlc!l bad b(?en alrea tim B
pressed by Blyth' and by Gray”. Mr. Elliot has ;mqtla I?'aghereas
this identification in his magnificent work on this family ’; oree;
Prof. A. Milne-Edwards regards F. tulliand as a distinct ?ﬁa .
We gegret that we did not ourselves examine the specimen e:; y
were last in Paris; but on finding that the Leopards obtla:ine 1;
Danford on his secon(i expedition were ?xlldoﬁ:):(gzoiegt;rﬁ eMti‘ine:

ve been led to a more careful compar . A
Bwardss. deteled description with M. de Tohibatchefl's pluta®
This examination- leaves no doubt qp our min € nes’s
i is “perfectly distinet from F. uncia ; and we .beheve that i
?5 e:elar:llf; nlcft}};ng bu{ an’ unusually pale and long-haired ia_netzr 3:‘
F. pardus, somewhat similar to the remarkable Persian tleprl; v
ow living in the Society’s Gardens®. We th'erefore'grf{zs ‘yM.g ot
that we should have been led to endovse the existence mbl ia p ilrx:al
of the tru¢ Ounce—an animal whose range is Er(;ba y entirely
confined to the most elevated regions of Central Asia”.] :

5. *tFEL1s PARDUS, Linn.  Kaplan.

: ily Léoj ine longed
Iready statedsthe only Léopards obtained by Danford be
to ‘tﬁi: speées ; the sp’ecizlens “he preserved present ogns;)(_lerablz
variety in coloration and in_proportional length of tail, ,uthno
greater than has been observed in other localities. - Fhough nowh ert:
common, the Kaplan appears to be generally distributed throughou

X - % Op. eit. 1867, p. 262. )
; ﬁo%bsg}lg‘?ﬁdga.,%sf 2. - Bfoherch:sqgislt); gag. I{ga;gm. %8 31‘-1"
ie Mineure, 2°¢ partie, Zool, pl. i - %f. P. Z. 8. 1878, p. 289,

: éiﬁgel?hl;e:ﬁ:;e weg: to press gve have received a letter from M. M.llnb -
s aho. basicony plus d Parfibéres Etabtes qos dos Onote: 1o toches
se rapproche beaucoup plus des res veritables llue = ; 1ok thohee

des et plus annulaires, mais elles sont p )
dﬂhﬁ:ﬁfﬂgﬁ eg 'l:l‘ilq e;ersnﬂdé que le Felis\tul’liana est une espéce, ou .:{1‘
gxoins une race fortement caractérisée, du Panthére. " Impressed as we 1:1‘9 wil
‘the great variability shown by many other of the Asia-Minor Mammals, we are
still of the opinion expressed above. 5
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the south and south-western' mountains near the coast. An adult
female specimen, the skeleton of which is now in the British Museum,
was procured in the Gisour Dagh near Osmanieh on the 20th Jan. ;
it measured in the flesh :—

inches
Length of head and body .............. 59
Length of tail .. ... B 37
Height at shoulder .................... 26

6. *FeLis catus, Lian. Yaban-kedi. D. & A., no. 5.

A Wild Cat from the mountains near Marash is strikingly dif-
ferent from the Zebil specimens described in our previous paper.
Tastead of being of an unusually clear grey ground-colour, marked
with distinct dark spots, the present example is very tawny in
general tint, faintly but regularly brindled with a darker rufous-
grey. There is a distinct black stripe along the upper surface of
the tail, the rings of which are imperfect and interrupted, excepting
those near the tip. The Asia-Minor Wild Cats would thus appear
to be much more variable in coloration than any European speci-
mens which we have examined.

7. *tFeL1s crAvs, Giild.

. This species appears to be tolerably common near Marash, where
it inhabits the marshy districts known as the Plain of Bazardjik ;
skins from this locality do not appear to differ in any way from
North-African specimens. The Booted Cat is also found in
Southern Persia and in Palestine.

8. ¥Feuis Lynx, Linn. D. & A, p. 272.

In our first paper we introducd the F. lynx doubtfully, on the
strength of a skin purchased in Constantinople. Last year Danford
obtained a very fine specimen from the mountains near Albistan,
thus proving that the ranges of the Northern and South-European
Lynxes meet in Asia Minor. The Albistan skin differs much from
the Constantinople one,- which was only obscurely spotted. Its
ground-colour above is a beautiful silvery rufous, the longer hairs
being largely tipped with white ; and it is marked with numerous
jet-black spots, which are linear in shape on the back and rounded
on.the flanks ; on the thighs the spots show an inclination to group
themselves into rosettes, like those of the Leopard.

9. #FeL1s PARDINA, Temm. Ushek. D. & A., no. 6.
10. *FeLis caracaL, Linn. ' Kara-koulek. D. & A., no. 7.
[*+FEL1s sUBATA, Schreb.

A skin of the Cheetah was presented to Danford at Biledjik, on
the Euphrates, by his host Sheik Mustapha, who stated that the
animal had been killed among the rocks near Sevi, a small village
about five hours down the river on the Mesopotamian side ; it was
the only specimen which he had ever seen. . This Society has received
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more than one specimen from Syria, and.it is not improbable that the
species may be found in some parts of Asia Minor proper.. Sheik
Mustapha also informed him that five years ago a Lion appeared
near Biledjik, and after destroying many horses was done to death.]

11. *HyxNA sTRIATA, Zimm. Zyrtlan. D. & A, no. 8.

Not rare in the Euphrates valley, near Biledjik, where the
natives assert that it -understands Arabic and may be taken in the
following way :—A man crawls into its den with a noosed rope, and
stroking the Hyw®na, caressingly says, * You are very nice and pretty
and quite like a Lion, indeed you'are a Lion.” This so flatters the
Hyeena that he allows the rope to be put round. his neck, and is

“forthwith dragged out.

. [GENETTA VULGARIS, Less, D. & A, p. 273.

No ‘further evidence of the supposed occurrence of the Gpngqt
was obtained.]

12. *Hereestes 1cHNEUMON (Linn.). Yer kiopek. D.& A,

‘no. 9., :

Ichneumons were very common in the Pyramus valley. /

13. *Ogﬁs Lopus, Linn, Kurt, Yanovar. D. & A., no. 10.
Wolves were seen in the Anti-Taurus.

14. *Canis avreus, Linn. Schakal. D. & A., no. 11.
-Jackals were very abundant at Adana.

15. *Canxs vuLees, Linn, . Zelki. D. & A., no. 12.

In our previous communication we doubtfully identified an im-
perfect skin of a Fox s representing a pale long-haired race of C.
vulpes.’ A second specimen, from Marash, is darker, and redder
above and rather whiter below; the brush has a rudimentary white
““tag;’ and the fore legs are blackish, with hardly a trace of rufous.
The sige is small; but, the skull and long bones being unfortunately
wanting, we caunot give ‘measurements. After careful comparison
we can find no:chamcters by which it can be separated from some
South-European specimens of C. vulpes.

16. *MgeLES TAXUS :(S(;hi'eb.). . Pérsopl:. D. & A, no. 13.
[Icronyx zoriiLa (Thunb.). D. & A, p. 274.

As on his former expeditioh, Dap)f?;-‘{l dxd not meet with the Zorille.]
17. *Marres ForNa (Erxl.). : Samsar. D. & A., no. 14.

Appears to be very .common on the hills near Marash, as a great
number of fine skins are exposed in the hazaar. Among these no
examples ‘of M. sylvatica were observed.,

19. tMusTELA sirMATICA, Pall.” D. & A, p. 275.
Of this ‘species, which we formerly introduced doubtfully on the






